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Overview & Objectives 

The Mediterranean Component of the EU Water Initiative (MED EUWI) aims to 
assist developing countries to meet the water-related Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) and Johannesburg (WSSD) Targets. Launched in 2003, it 
constitutes an integral part and one of the four geographic components of the 
overall EUWI.  

MED EUWI represents a strategic partnership among stakeholders (national, 
regional and international) in the Mediterranean region. It seeks to make 
significant progress in poverty eradication and health and the enhancement of 
sustainable livelihoods and socio-economic development in the developing 
countries of the Mediterranean and South-Eastern Europe. Through its work, 
MED EUWI aspires to provide a catalyst for peace and security in a region that 
is particularly vulnerable and susceptible not only to environmental, but also to 
political distress.  

MED EUWI has been led by the Government of Greece (Ministry of 
Environment, Energy and Climate Change and Ministry of Foreign Affairs), 
since its launching in 2003, providing political, financial and technical support to 
the MED EUWI activities. The MED EUWI Secretariat, within the Global Water 
Partnership-Mediterranean (GWP-Med) Secretariat, provides technical support 
and day-to-day running (a function that is supported financially at length by the 
Greek Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change). Since 2005, the 
Euro-Mediterranean Water Directors’ Forum provides institutional support for 
the implementation of MED EUWI activities at regional and national levels, 
offering advice and guidance on its work and further development. Three 
meetings of the Forum were organised by MED EUWI and partners in the 
period 2006-2008. Based on the decisions of the Euro-Mediterranean 
Ministerial Conference on Water (22 December 2008, Dead Sea, Jordan), in 
the context of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM), the Euro-Mediterranean 
Water Directors’ Forum has evolved into the Water Expert Group, mandated 
with the development of the new Strategy for Water in the Mediterranean 
(SWM). In this respect, Euro-Mediterranean partners at the first Water Expert 
Group Meeting (Athens, September 2009) decided MED EUWI to provide 
technical and administrative assistance to the elaboration process of the SWM 
and the Action Plan for its implementation.  

MED EUWI develops its activities through annual work programmes, supported 
through the participation of a variety of institutions and stakeholders. According 
to MED EUWI’s precedence, national activities up to the year 2015 will focus 
on:  

- prioritisation of national needs for the water sector in order to meet 
national development targets;  

- assistance to national water planning activities including assistance to 
countries for the elaboration, implementation and monitoring of IWRM 



  

plans and linking them with national climate change adaptation strategies 
and other water-related sectoral plans;  

- development of sustainable financing strategies for the water sector; 
- improved donor coordination, harmonisation and alignment on the 

ground.  
 
At regional level, MED EUWI will:  
- provide support for the adoption of the SWM and the consequent 

elaboration of the SWM Action Plan and its implementation;  
- promote regional dialogue and building of capacity on targeted water 

issues including on transboundary water resources management, water 
financing including in relation to private sector participation and climate 
change adaptation. 

 
MED EUWI activities are demand-led and utilise consultative and participatory 
methodologies in order to maximise inclusiveness and ownership. Given that 
lasting changes require political will and substantial timeframes in order to be 
sustainable and resolute, MED EUWI promotes on-going activities with catalytic 
effect, benefiting from its neutral platform and the existing and potential 
synergies with involved stakeholders at all levels.  

Support to MED EUWI activities has been thus far provided by the: Greek 
Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change, Greek Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, MEDA Water Programme of the European Commission (Phase 
I of National Policy Dialogues & SWM), GEF Strategic Partnership for the 
Mediterranean (Phase I&II of National Policy Dialogue), ENTRP Support to 
MED EUWI, UNECE, UNDP, UNESCO-Venice Office, African Development 
Bank, WHO, UNEP UCC, Governments of Germany, Netherlands, Slovenia, 
Spain Sweden, Switzerland as well as by the Governments of the beneficiary 
countries including Albania, Egypt, Lebanon, Montenegro, Palestine, Libya, 
Morocco, Tunisia.  

 

Country Activities and National Policy Dialogues on Water 

In Egypt, MED EUWI Dialogue Phase I (2006-2009) assisted the Government 
with the elaboration of a Financing Strategy for the Water Supply and Sanitation 
Sector in Greater Cairo, including a household affordability assessment with 
regard to water tariffs that was conducted for the first time in the country. The 
Dialogue was a structured multi-stakeholder process involving around 80 
targeted government ministries and agencies, public utilities, civil society 
organisations and donors. Aiming to seek alternative ways for bridging the 
water sector’s growing financing gap, Phase II of the Dialogue (2009-ongoing) 
has focused on the potential role of the private sector in financing water 
infrastructure. A related Assessment, identifying the key challenges and 
opportunities from private sector participation in the water sector was concluded 



  

in April 2010. These activities have been lead nationally by the Egyptian 
Holding Company for Water and Wastewater, and have been carried out with 
the support of and in close cooperation with the Environment Directorate 
(Environment and Globalisation Division) and the Directorate for Financial and 
Enterprise Affairs (Investment Division) of the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD). Since late 2010 activities have focused 
on technical assistance to the Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation for the 
elaboration of a National Wastewater Strategy.  

In Lebanon, the Dialogue’s Phase I (2007-2009) focused on reviewing the 10-
Year National Strategy Plan and produced recommendations with regard to 
water balance, water management, supply and sanitation, irrigation and 
capacity building. The Dialogue was a structured multi-stakeholder process 
involving around 60 targeted government ministries and agencies, the Water 
Establishments, civil society organisations, media and donors. Phase II (2009-
ongoing) provides support to the water governance reform and technical 
assistance for the preparation of a National IWRM Plan, both of which are 
currently underway in the country, while also assist in understanding better the 
financing parameters and the role of private sector in water infrastructure (in 
collaboration with OECD). The Dialogue, since its launching, has been lead 
nationally by the Lebanese Ministry of Energy and Water.  

In the Occupied Palestinian Territory (oPt), MED EUWI aims to complement 
the water governance reform process of the Palestinian Water Authority (PWA) 
through a set of activities on institutional reform, legal review and strategies on 
crisis management and drought. Following the detailed elaboration of these, 
support has been provided since 2010 to the elaboration of a Drought Strategy, 
while additional activities (also on understanding private sector involvement) 
are being planned.  

Training activities on IWRM have been organised in Syria and Tunisia, in 2007 
and 2009 respectively, following the invitation by official authorities from the two 
countries. The national IWRM training courses targeted middle level managers 
in the respective Ministries in charge of water. Besides promoting awareness 
on the IWRM framework, the activities also explored the ground for potential 
MED EUWI work in the two countries and follow up activities. Both training 
courses were co-organised with UNEP UCC/DHI, while the one in Syria was 
also co-organised with GIZ-Syria.  

Following the training in Tunisia, the Government expressed interest in the 
support of MED EUWI for the preparation of the National Water Strategy 2050 
by enhancing stakeholders’ participation through Policy Dialogues. Also, 
following an official request, the elaboration of a National Assessment on 
Private Sector Participation in Water Infrastructure was launched in May 2011 
(building on and furthering the experience from related work in Egypt and 
Lebanon and in collaboration with OECD). 



  

Within the MED EUWI framework, work requested by Libya in 2007 in 
collaboration with the Africa Development Bank and UNEP UCC/DHI led to the 
elaboration of a plan for targeted water governance reforms as a conclusion of 
an IWRM Workshop. MED EUWI activities at national level have been 
requested also by other Mediterranean countries (e.g. Mauritania, Morocco, 
Jordan).  

 

Regional Activities  

South-eastern Europe 

A rich set of inter-country and multi-stakeholder dialogue and capacity building 
activities on transboundary water resources management in South-eastern 
Europe has been implemented in the framework of the Petersberg Phase 
II/Athens Declaration Process led by Germany, Greece and the World Bank 
and supported by UN agencies including GEF, UNECE, UNDP, UNESCO etc. 
More specifically, a series of international roundtables, specialised capacity 
workshops and specialised studies were realised in the period 2005-2011, 
bringing together more than 200 stakeholders from within and outside the 
governments. Further to regional/ SEE-wide actions, activities were 
implemented in lakes (Prespa, Ohrid, Skadar) and rivers (Sava, Mesta/Nestos, 
Drin). Particularly for the extended Drin River Basin, a structured multi-
stakeholder Dialogue was launched in 2009 resulting in the signing on 25 
November 2011 of a Memorandum of Understanding for the joint management 
of the basin by all riparians.  

Strategy for Water in the Mediterranean 

MED EUWI has played an instrumental role to the preparatory process of and 
the organisation of the Euro-Med Water Ministerial Conference of 2008, as well 
as the follow-up of the Ministerial Decisions regarding the elaboration of the 
SWM. In that respect, MED EUWI was assigned to provide administrative and 
technical assistance to the UfM Co-Chairs (France, Egypt) and the Water 
Expert Group (WEG) for the elaboration of the SWM. In that context, it has 
assisted the preparation of the SWM ToR, provided support to the organisation 
of the Water Expert Group meetings (Athens, 7-8 September 2009; Cairo, 4 
November; Madrid, 25 February 2010; and Barcelona, 17-18 May 2011) and 
has assisted the drafting work of the SWM Technical Drafting Group (Chaired 
by Spain) operating under the supervision of the WEG. Support continues, in 
assistance of the Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) that is 
mandated to follow up on the draft SWM and the elaboration of the Action Plan.  

 

 



  

Examples of other Regional Activities 

- Elaboration of national and regional assessments on IWRM and WSS 
(the latter in collaboration with WHO); 

- Collaboration and operational linkages with the implementation of the 
“Horizon 2020” Initiative to De-Pollute the Mediterranean Sea;  

- Close synergy and operational synergies with the Sustainable Water 
Integrated Management (SWIM) Regional Technical Assistance 
Programme of the European Union 

- Assistance to the Working Groups of the Joint EU WFD-MED EUWI 
process;  

- Educational activities in close cooperation with the Mediterranean 
Education Initiative for Environment and Sustainability (MEdIES);  

- Ongoing support aiming at creation of synergies with national, regional 
and international actors working on water issues in the Mediterranean.  

  



  

 


